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Council Chambers 

Municipal Building 

         February 25, 2021 

 

 

The McAlester City Council met in a Special session on Thursday, February 25, 2021, at 5:30 

P.M. after proper notice and agenda was posted, February 24, 2021, at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Call to Order 

 

Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Council Roll Call was as follows: 

 

Present in Person:  Weldon Smith, Billy Jack Boatright & John Browne 

Attending via Teleconference: Cully Stevens, Steve Cox & Zach Prichard 

Absent:    None  

Presiding:    John Browne, Mayor 

Staff Present: Pete Stasiak, City Manager; Toni Ervin, Assistant City 

Manager; Sherri Swift, CFO and Cora Middleton, City 

Clerk 

Staff attending via Teleconference: William J. Ervin, City Attorney 

 

Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 

one motion.  There will not be separate discussion of these items.  If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 

from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 

 

A. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Susan Kanard to the McAlester Regional 

Health Center Board for a term to expire February 28, 2027.  (John Browne, Mayor) 

 

B. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Sayre Brenner tot the McAlester Regional 

Health Center Board for a term to expire February 28, 2027. (John Browne, Mayor)  

 

C. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Damon Mascoto to the McAlester Regional 

Health Center Board for a term to expire February 28, 2023. (John Browne, Mayor)  

 

Mayor Browne explained that it had been the intent to have these three (3) appointments on the 

February 23, 2021 meeting but with everything that had happened they had been missed.  He 

added that by having the appointments on this meeting the members would be able to attend the 

meeting in March. 

 

There was no other discussion, and Councilman Boatright moved to approve the Consent 

Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mayor Browne, and the vote was taken as follows: 
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AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

ABSTAIN:  Councilman Smith (counted as a no vote) 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried 

 

Scheduled Business 

 

1. Discussion and possible action on the transfer of funds from the City’s Emergency Fund 

to be used for emergency expenditures to address immediate public health issues, repair 

damages caused by severe weather conditions, and mitigate future risks. (John Browne, 

Mayor) 
Executive Summary 

Staff recommends discussion and possible action on the transfer of funds as per Sec. 2-351 of the McAlester City 

Code. This will provide immediate access to funds in cases that are deemed emergencies and where delays might 

endanger public health and welfare.    

 

Mayor Browne stated that he and the City Manager had discussed this and did not want what had 

transpired these past two (2) weeks to happen again. 

 

Manager Stasiak addressed the Council explaining the expense, of approximately $108,172.00, 

that the City had already put out as of February 24, 2021, the number of leaks that had been 

repaired and then stated that there were an additional seven (7) leaks that were repaired or being 

repaired today.  He added that those costs were not included in the amount furnished above and 

the City could continue to experience new leaks and breaks in the coming weeks that would add 

to the expenses. 

 

Manager Stasiak informed the Council of the issues with the two (2) clarifiers at the Water Plant, 

explaining that one was down and the other was working on a limited basis.  He stated that the 

cost associated with those repairs was $255,080.00.  He informed them of the problems that the 

City had experienced with the Telemetry gauges for the water tanks and plant and commented 

that the cost associated with those repairs was $35,000.00. 

 

Robert Vaughan, P.E. Branch Manager Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the 

Council explaining that there were three (3) one hundred seven-foot (107’) diameter clarifiers at 

the City’s Water Plant.  He reviewed the issues with two (2) of the clarifiers stating that plans to 

replace Clarifier #2 were already made for this summer and Clarifier #1 had only recently failed.  

He explained that quotes had been solicited from three (3) companies to provide a retrofit drive 

unit to get at least one clarifier back in service as quickly as possible.  He then reviewed the two 

proposals that had been received stating that WesTech had furnished a turnkey quote and 

planned on using a contractor out of the DFW area for the installation.  He commented that 

WesTech had also provided a quote to replace the drive in Clarifier #1 in the amount of 

$126,450.00 and explained that the difference in prices was for metal work that needed to be 

done to Clarifier #1.  He added that repairs could start in four (4) weeks and be completed in five 

(5) to six (6) weeks. 
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There was discussion concerning the number of clarifiers, if two (2) working clarifiers could 

handle the City’s water demands, a procedure for the repair and upgrade of the third clarifier, 

what the function  of the clarifiers was, what upgrading the clarifiers would do for the water 

plant performance, if the plant could handle more water, having the third clarifier as a backup, if 

the repairs, to the clarifiers met the emergency or were in conjunction with the line repairs.  

There was also discussion concerning the issues that the City had with the failure of the 

telemetry of the water tanks, what had happened, the information that working telemetry 

furnished to the water plant, what would be done to prevent these issues with the telemetry in the 

future, if the work at the water plant would be monitored, the cleanup that was left to do, the City 

only spending money on the issues that had been identified, if there was somewhere besides the 

Emergency Fund to get the money for the repairs from, how soon the funds used from the 

Emergency Fund had to be replaced, if this required a budget amendment and putting forth a 

measure to amend the ordinance that regulated the Emergency Fund. 

 

A motion to approve the transfer of funds from the City’s Emergency Fund as per Section 2-351 

of the City’s Code of Ordinances, in the amount of $750,000.00, was made by Councilman 

Smith and seconded by Councilman Boatright.  There was no further discussion, and the vote 

was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Stevens, Cox, Prichard & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried. 

 

Adjournment 

 

There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Smith moved for the 

meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman Boatright.   

 

There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 

 

AYE:  Councilmembers Smith, Boatright, Cox, Prichard, Stevens & Mayor Browne 

NAY:  None 

 

Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 5:59 P.M. 

 

 

                    __________________________ 

ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 

 

 

____________________________    

Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


